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Some R E F LECTIONS on the 
Project for laying a Duty on Englith 
Wrought Silks. 0 
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] is an undoubted Maxim, and conſtantly verify'd by Experience, 
hat the Value of the Lands of England varys as Trade either 
= = ES flouriſhes or decays. 
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Two of the moſt conſiderable ManufaQures of this Kingdom are 
thoſe of Wool and Silk, between which there is ſuch a Connection, 
; that to diſcourage one, is to depreſs the other ; and all the Eſtates 
of the Nobility and Gentry of England will be affected thereby. 

The Government, ſenſible hereof, hath from time to time endeavour'd to en- 
courage and preſerve both, by prohibiting the Exportation of Wool and Fullers- 
Earth, and providing Convoys in time of War to ſecure Merchants Ships in their 
paſſing and repaſſing from Italy and Turkey, the chiefeſt Markets for Cloth, Serges, 
and other Stuffs. ty 
The greateſt Returns for thoſe Woollen Goods are raw and thrown Silk, in 
Manufacturing of which, many Thouſand Families are conſtantly employ'd ; for 
whoſe Encouragement the Government hath prohibited Eæſt-India and French, and 
mulcted other foreign wrought Silks: which hath ſo improv'd our own Manu- 
factures, that the greateſt Perſonages are now furniſh'd ſutable to their various 
Fancies with Engliſh, in lieu of French, Dutch, and Italian Silks. WE 

The Manufacture of which hath been gain'd to this Kingdom within this four- 
ſcore Years, by which this Nation has ſav'd upward of 500000 1. per ann. and is 
ſtill capable of a much greater Improvement, if not diſccurag'd. » And our neigh- 
bouring Nations have always been ſo willing to encourage ManufaQurers, that 
whatever Neceſſity their States have lain under for the want of Mony, they never 
laid any Mulct on their own Manufacture. | | 

The Adxantages of the Prohibition upon Eaſt-India Silk, was ſoon viſible in and 
about. Spittle-Fields, by the many empty Houſes being inhabited, the Rents ad- 
vanc'd 25 per Cent. and the numerous Poor employ'd, which before were a Charge 
to Pariſhes... EE: * | | | 5 
This pldpected Duty will neceſſarily advance the Price, and thereby leſſen the 
Conſumption of the Silk Manufactory; and the Merchant thereby not finding a 
Vent for the raw Silk imported in Return of the Woollen, muſt of conſequence 
leſſen the Bxport of the ſame. This will endanger the Loſs of the Levant Trade, 
which hitherto our Neighbours have unſucceſsfully attempted. _ ES. 

The far greater part of the Silk-Weavers are poor, and unable to pay the Duty 
before the Goods are ſold: (and that in ſmall quantities, and at different times) and 
ſhould Bonds be given for Payment, it would deſtroy their Credit, by which they 
- now ſubſiſt ; for no Perſon. will truſt ſuch as ſtand engag'd to the Crown. = 
The Charges of collecting ſuch a Duty will be very great, from the Neceſlity of 
employing a great number of Officers; whereby the Subject will be doubly tax'd, 
to raiſe Mony to ſupply the Government, and to maintain Officers: and the 
Trader will be ſabje& to continual Searches from Officers, who are often very 
vexatious and inſulting, and may often make Seizures by reaſon of Seals acciden- 
tally loſt, or clandeſtinely pulld off in a hurry, to extort Mony or force Perſons 
to be quarterly Tributaries. Ds | | Es 

Tha re is nothing more can encourage Smuggling, than making our own Goods 
come dear. 8 | 5 = 

The Employment of the Poor hath been thought worthy the Conſideration of 
many Parliaments, and it is hoped this will not do that which will ſend our young 
Manufacturers abroad for a Livelihood, and leave the reſt a Charge to the Places 


where they inhabit, which muſt exceed that of the Land-Tax. 
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